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              TALES OF THE HIGHWAY PATROL  
             BY: Edward F. Smith  

          BLACK  ICE  

On a cold Sunday morning during the winter of 56-57, I was on duty with my 
partner, whose name I don't remember. It had been raining and there was a thin sheet 
of ice covering everything, including the autobahn. We were traveling South on the 
Karlsruhe Autobahn just outside of Heidelberg and South of Patrick Henry Village. The  
traffic was light that morning. To our front we noticed an American vehicle traveling at 
what seemed to be 55 miles per hour. I mentioned to my partner that I didn't think that 
the operator of the vehicle was aware of the ice on the roadway.  

I increased my speed with caution and slowly we came up near the vehicle, I 
turned on my red light in an effort to try and slow the vehicle down. I am not sure if his 
windows were iced over in the rear of the vehicle, I don't recall. The operator of the ve-
hicle failed to notice the red light and continued down the autobahn. I eased up on  
the left side to a point where I could get his attention and avoid his vehicle in the event 
he panicked when I got his attention. I blew the horn and my partner and I both were 
giving him the hand signal to slow down. Sure enough, he panicked and applied his 
brakes; I immediately removed my foot from the accelerator. The vehicle went spinning  
down the center of both lanes of the autobahn. After making five or six circles, the vehi-
cle came to a stop, the vehicle then moved to the right side of the road. I eased the pa-
trol vehicle in behind the vehicle and proceeded to get out of the vehicle.  

As my patrol partner and I approached the driver you could tell that he was some-
what shaken by what had just taken place. I informed the driver whom we identified as a 
2nd Lt. that we only wanted him to slow down, that he was driving to fast for the icy con-
dition of the road. The Lt. quickly let us know that he was unaware of the icy condition 
of the roadway [Black Ice] and thanked us for what we had done and  
assured us that he would slow down. The Lt. continued South in the direction of Karls-
ruhe and I am sure that he made the rest of his trip safely and without incident.  

About the Author:  Edward F. Smith is a retired U.S. Army MP and the retired Director of Public Safety at Lenoir 
Rayne University in Hickory, North Carolina. 
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Oklahoma Sheriff, Her Deputies, and a K-9 

Resign Over Dangerous Jail Conditions 

An Oklahoma sheriff and nearly all of her staff resigned this week to protest what she says are 

dangerous jail conditions for both inmates and staff. 

Sheriff Terry Sue Barnett told local media a carbon monoxide leak that occurred last month 
and sent four employees to the emergency room had not been addressed, a proper fire alarm 
system wasn't in place and methane gases permeate the jail because of poorly-installed 
plumbing. She also said inmates had been shocked while taking showers because of exposed 
wiring, USA Today reports. 

Twelve members of the Nowata County Sheriff's Office staff, including all deputies, the head 

dispatcher and most of the jail staff, resigned with Barnett. The office’s K-9 ranger even quit, 

signing paperwork with a paw print, Barnett said. 

Right now, Nowata County prisoners are being held in Washington County after a carbon 
monoxide leak at the jail in February. On Monday, Nowata County Judge Carl Gibson or-
dered Sheriff Barnett to bring the prisoners back to Nowata, which triggered her resignation. 

Judge Gibson ordered Barnett and her undersheriff to a court appearance on Tuesday.   

ABC Tulsa says what unfolded was a confusing hearing that only resulted in people question-
ing the future of NCSO, the jail, and the county itself. 

"I don’t think one person walked out of there with any clear direction on anything that hap-

pened today," said Rogers County Sheriff Scott Walton. 

At the start of the "administrative hearing," Judge Gibson gave some on-the-record remarks 

on the situation. He said, as a judge, he has an "obligation to live within a budget." He contin-

ued, saying that the sheriff (Barnett) has shown a "willful indifference" to the budget. 

 

Editor’s Note:  Seems clear to me that the good judge is showing a willful indifference to the 

health and safety of the sheriff, her deputies, the K-9, and the jai inmates. 

https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2019/03/21/sheriff-deputies-police-dog-resign-protest-oklahoma-jail-conditions/3231380002/
https://ktul.com/news/local/nowata-county-jail-being-evacuated-due-to-methane-gas-leak
https://ktul.com/news/local/nowata-county-jail-being-evacuated-due-to-methane-gas-leak
https://ktul.com/news/local/bizarre-court-hearing-in-nowata-county-leaves-many-confused-about-the-future-of-the-ncso
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The world’s first motorized police vehicle debuted in Akron, Ohio in 1899. The entire police 
force could ride in the wagon (hence the term “squad car”), and it was fitted with a stretcher, 
lights, and a metal gong that acted as a siren. It ran on battery power, and could travel 16 mph 
for 30 miles on one charge. The first action it saw was picking up a drunk man on the corner of 
Main and Exchange. It was unceremoniously decommissioned when enraged citizens dumped 
the patrol wagon into the canal during the Riot of 1900. 

The flathead V8 Ford of the early 1930’s 
was the favored ride of baddies like John 
Dillinger and Bonnie and Clyde because 
of it’s impressive speed and perfor-
mance. For those same reasons, it was 
also the police car of choice at the time, 
making the cops and robbers evenly 
matched. The Ford V8 continued to 
dominate the cop car market for more 
than 30 years. 
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End of Watch 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RDPOA Membership Coordinators 
 

Region 1 Pacific Alaska Region (AK-ID-OR-WA)      hil Colcord 

Region 2 Pacific Region (AZ-CA-HI-NV)    Jerry Morrow 

Region 3 Rocky Mountain Region (CO-MT-NM-ND-SD-UT-WY) Mike Rossi 

Region 4 Southwest Region (AR-LA-OK-TX)                                 Sam Fields -  Roy Miles  

Region 5 Central Plains Region (IA-KS-MO-NE)                           Vacant   

Region 6 Southeast Region (AL-FL-GA-KY-MS-NC-SC-TN)          Tom Allyn - Ron Conklin  

                          Ted Tittmann                                                                

Region 7 Great Lakes Region (IL-IN-MI-MN-OH-WI)               Charles Sweetman - Vic Rini 

Region 8 Mid Atlantic Region (DE-MD-NJ-PA-VA-WV)                Tony Covello 
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