


Setvices Unlimited Ine.

HEAVY EQUIPMENT REPAIR & WELDING

Paul’s Cellular: (805) 207-8602 » Leo’s Cellular: (805) 207-8601
Shop: (805) 925-2033 « Fax: (805) 925-2034
www.cettiservices.com
Email: cettiservicesinc @yahoo.com
1341 West McCoy Lane, Santa Maria 93455
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Cathy's Paws & Claws Pet
Grooming & Training

Cathy Souza

559-781-5696
47 W. Vine Ave.
Porterville Ca, 93257

s
& T BOOKWORM

New & Used Books
ﬁuy e Sell = Trade
Open 7 cfuys a week

230 E Betteravia Rd ste K 805.922.4282
quest@thebookwormcali.com
facebook.com/thebookwormcali

SUMMERS ENGINEERING, INC.
CONSULTING ENGINEERS

BRIAN J. SKAGGS
CIVILENGINEER

TELEPHONE
(559) 582-9237 887 N. IRWIN ST. = P.O. BOX 1122
FAX HANFORD, CALIFORNIA 93232-1122
(559) 582-7632 e-mail: bjs@summerseng.com

FUNIEORMS™S
661.735.5380

Brian & Michelle Kroeker

Iﬁlﬁ’ &

SHAinpertiWay)
(CAY95206

(209)193951490)
Fax{(209)

Chester Ave Brake
Since 1917

Paul Diebel

19420 Colombo St, 93308
PO Box 80355, 93380
Bakersfield, CA
661.392.9292
Fax-661.392.0207
paul@cabrake.com

o AB

CHESTER AVENUE BRAKE
=SINCE 1917=

~ Vineyard Anfiques”
@, ﬂ’-’%’}%ww(f Treasures” B

Jeannine Cantrell
Store: 805.237.4012
Cell: 805.769.6999
- Fax: 805.466.5827
2320 Ramada Dr, "A”, Paso Robles, CA 93446
vineyardanfigues@gmail.com
Hours: M-S 10-5, Sun 11-5

Presc:@’r’r JEWESWARE olelld

fiques & Collectables.

-l
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(805)544-1088 i TheGoldConceptoom
740 HIGUERA STREET, SAN LUIS OBISPO, CALIFORNIA, 93401

Matthew Mitchell

Family Service Counselor

Los Osos Memorial Park
Funerals & Cremations
2260 Los Osos Valley Road » P.0. Box 6190
Los Osos, CA 93402

805-528-1500 » Fax 805-528-3917
Matthew.Mitchell@DignityMemorial.com
www.losososvalleymortuary.com

FD 1436 « COA 657

CA Insurance License 0B35409

REIS FAMILY MORTUARY & CREMATORY
TEL (B05) 544-7400 FAX (805) 544-7063

991 Nlpomo St
San Luis Obispo, Ca. 93401

WWW.REISFAMILYMORTUARY.NET
LNEEL. REISMORTUARY@GMAIL.COM

Marcos Limon owNER

(809] 287-9300 &
[809) 720-4661 &

504 W. Boone St.
Santa Maria, CA 93458

fusioncolorsautobody.com "t
fusioncolorsautobody@gmail.com

INSURANCE

INDIVIDUAL & GROUP HEALTH 5
SENIOR HEALTH PLANS & LONG TERM CARE SPECIALIST

BILLIE JO CRAVELLO L1ic. 20813829

Office (805) 928-7372 ° FAX (805) 925-3904
411 E. Betteravia Road = Suite 102 = Santa Maria, CA 93454
bjcravello@comcast.net - www.craveliod11.com
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Certified Technicians

Jorge Rodriguez

831)776-2819
831)757-1380
rodriguezaotobody08@yahoo.com B
216 Boronda Rd B-1
Salinas CA. 93906

/ g

rvevs, Ines,
dartrm)vwrm:

Marshall Fargen

LS 8962

2624 Airpark Drive
Santa Maria, CA 93455
(805) 934-5727
Fax (805) 934-3448
marshall@fargensurveys.com

S 0S0S

Albert Garza
Associate Contractor

Main Office: 2112 gth Street
Los Osos, CA 93402

Phone: 805-528-8402, FX 8412

contact@dososostimberworks.com
www.dososostimberworks.com
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POLICE OFFICER SUICIDES

For the second time, the number of police suicides took a dramatic drop, this time from 126 in
2012 (our last full study) to 108 deaths in 2016. While one, of course, is always too many, this
represents a paradigm shift in trends.

In 2009, law enforcement deaths from suicide were at their high— 143. We can ascribe this
repeated decline as, quite likely, due to the implementation and support of programs like peer
support, CISM and chaplaincy programs. Awareness is now high. We see, in a new generation
of police officers, a greater willingness to make “mental health checks” a routine part of their
annual care. The latter is critical for young and old to maintain a healthy level of mental well-
ness in this toxic, caustic career field.

Our confidence in these figures is high. We used the same monitoring and search criteria as in
the past years of our study, making the comparisons all the more valid. Hundreds of hours dur-
ing the year were invested in keeping track of alerts, in internet searches, and in direct contacts
with departments, personnel, contributors, and even social media. No stone was left unturned.

“Hidden” suicides were robustly accounted for and included by statistical adjustment based on
experience and research. Any further success is contingent upon the strong support of mental
health programs by departments, organizations and individual leaders. Let’s hope it continues
for the benefit of everyone in police work.
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'BRIMHALL
PHARMACY

& MEDICAL SUPPLY

Prescription Services, Compounding & Medical Supplies

Free Delivery to your home or office!

8y

Joe Gumaro Alba
Owner

S TRANSMISSION
SERVICE
C CENTER

230 So. Main Street
Porterville, CA 93257

Open Monday - Friday (559)784—961 1

7:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

CALIFORNIA
c U STO Trailers &

Powersports
TREVOR MESSERSMITH

10391 E. Stockton Blvd, CA 95340
Shop: 1-800-524-3689
Fex: 916-714-7995

MERCED, CA

1775 V. Street, CA 95340
Shop: 209-580-4062

Fax: 209-580-4156

WWW.CALCUSTOMTRAILERS.COM

WG

Evergreen Barbersion

3552 Orcutt Road
Santa Maria, CA 93455

Jose Soto
(805) 937-4545

IVAN HARKEY
SERVICE & SALES

HIDDEN POWER CYCLE CLINIC
1333 RIVERSIDE AVE.,
PASO ROBLES, CA 93446

805-239-8913 | 805-239-8914 FAX
WWW.HIDDENPOWERCYCLECLINIC.COM

Hours: Mon.-Fri.
8:00-5:30 p.m.

.QUalify Sat. 8:00-12:00
Transmission & Clutches

Service & Overhaul

1805 So. Chester Ave.
(1 Block So. of Ming Ave.)
Bakersfield, CA 93304

(661) 397-0421
Toll Free (888) 397-0421

)
WWW.MOSSLANDINGBOATWORKS.COM

ANDREW HIPPERT

7501 SANDHOLDT RD.
Moss LANDING, CA 95039
831-633-2417
ANDREW(@MOSSLANDINGMARINE.COM

M-F 8 TO 5:30
SAT8TO 3
CLOSED SUNDAY

PRICES ARE BORN HERE . . . RAISED ELSEWHERE

252 HIGUERA STREET
SAN LUIS OBISPO, CA 93401

(805) 541-TIRE (8473)
JOE BECKWITH KEVIN CONLAN

926 West Main St.
Santa Maria, CA 93458
805.922.9684
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Lionel and Ruth Rodriguez Ouner
Melody Graham Office Manager/Sales
Maiste Ott Accounts Recetvable/Sales

MouLping Bin
661.631.1450
Fax 661.631.1451 W

2041 Del Mon
Monterey, CA
PH; 831,

Cusfoﬂlth‘ Mét:étl

7 Lic # 980695
TEO MEDRANO - OWNER
C: 661-619-5502

166 H Street

Bakersfield, CA 93304

E: medranot@sbcglobal.net
0O: 661-395-0147

F: 661-395-0138

GOMMERGIAL & RESIDENTIAL
www.medranoroofinginc.com

€D MAURER - OFFIC€ g
(559) 804-4935 (559) 592-9318

VINCENT ROCHA
(559) 804-4934

AVIERIGAN

PUNIEORMS™

Brian & Michelle Kroeker

661.735.5380

www.AndersonAcresPetCare.com

* Grooming * Training * Pick Up & Delivery

661-845-8955

Raz Luna Manager
550 E BETTERAVIA RD SUITE A
/ SANTA MARIA, CA. 93454

(805) 922-3844 (805) 928-5208

—— NATALIE K

HANDCRAFTED PASTA & PIZZA

Fresh Pasta | Full Bar | Deli | Gusto2Go | Catering

M Friicis

reerer gl

St. Francis of Assisi Parish

Phone 661.327.4734 - Fax 661.327.4930
900 H Street - Bakersfield, CA 93304
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The Unsolved Death of Chief William Biggy

William J. Biggy, San Francisco’s Chief of Police in 1907 and 1908, was
appointed by Edward Robeson Taylor, who succeeded the convicted Eugene
Schmitz, and the disgraced Charles Boxton as Mayor. Biggy served as an
Officer of the Court during the Ruef graft trials, and guarded the political boss
of California while he was held prisoner at the St. Francis Hotel. The judge
ordered Ruef held there because the jails were under the control of Police Chief
Jeremiah Dinan, himself a suspect in the graft cases.

Chief Dinan was later forced to resign under a charge of perjury from Special
Prosecutor Francis J. Heney. Biggy was selected to replace the corrupt Dinan.

Soon, the spreading stain of the Ruef scandals even reached Chief Biggy. In
October 1908, ex-convict and Ruef bagman Morris Haas, on trial for his part in
an extortion scheme, shot prosecutor Heney in open court. Heney survived his
wounds, but Haas was not so lucky. He was found dead in his jail cell with a
bullet in his head. The gun, a .22 calibre derringer, was found in his shoe.

Some newspapers charged that Biggy was in the pay of the Ruef gang, and had
ordered Hass killed to keep his mouth shut about the attack on Heney. While
Biggy vigorously denied the allegations, he considered resigning until he could
clear himself. Only the strenuous arguments of Police Commissioner Hugo
Keil, that resignation would be tantamount to a confession, persuaded Biggy to
remain.

Biggy continued to consult with Keil about the status of the investigation into
Haas’ death. At sundown on the night of November 30, 1908, Biggy crossed the
Bay on the police boat “Patrol,” to talk to Keil at his Belvedere home. The two
men discussed the Haas case until 11 o’clock that night and, according to Keil,
Biggy had been persuaded to remain in office, and said the chief had been in a
cheerful mood when he left Belvedere for the return trip to the city.

But Biggy never returned to San Francisco. Shortly after midnight, Biggy
boarded the “Patrol” manned only by its pilot, a police officer named William
Murphy, and cast off for the city. When the boat docked, Biggy was not aboard.
Officer Murphy told waiting policemen that he had last seen Chief Biggy
leaning against the rail as the boat passed Alcatraz.

22 ¢ Police & Sheriffs Law Enforcement Yearbook



2y

A search party set out immediately for Alcatraz, but the night fog was thick, and
the search was postponed until the next morning. Three days later, the searchers
gave up. It wasn’t until December 15 that the chief’s body was found floating in
the Bay, off the rocks of Angel Island.

Officer Murphy was taken into custody and questioned at length about the
events of November 30, but stuck to his story. The coroner found no marks on
Chief Biggy’s body which would indicate a struggle.

Because Biggy, a devout Catholic, was considered an unlikely suicide; the
Coroner’s Jury returned a verdict of accidental death.

Newspapers had a field day. They speculated that like Haas, Chief Biggy knew
too much about the Abe Ruef gang and had been killed to keep him from
talking. But, if Ruef or a member of his organization had anything to do with the
chief’s death, they never revealed the secret.

The Sunday before Christmas 1908, the entire police department turned out for
Chief Biggy’s funeral at St. Mary’s Cathederal on Van Ness Avenue. He was
eulogized as “a faithful officer who has fallen in the line of duty.”

The death of Chief Biggy was never solved, and the circumstances surrounding
his disappearance and death remain a mystery.

Chiet Biggy's funeral af 5t. Mary's Cathedra
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